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On the occasion of the International Week of the Disappeared 2021, we, the undersigned  human 

rights organizations and victims’ associations of Nepal reaffirm our position to the government of 

Nepal to undertake immediate steps towards a reawakening of the stalled TJ process by  adopting 

a transparent and consultative process for amendment of the law.  

We call on all levels of government to ensure access to health, vaccine and other basic needs of the 

conflict victims affected by the COVID-19 pandemic with high priority.  

Every year, in the last week of May, the victims and their families along with the international human 

rights community, commemorate the International Week of the Disappeared, initiated in 1981by the 

Latin American Federation of Associations of Relatives of Disappeared-Detainees (FEDEFAM) during 

its first Congress in San Jose, Costa Rica.  

This year, we pay tribute to the strength and courage of the victims and family members of the 

disappeared persons and express our unwavering solidarity with the families in their persistent quest for 

truth and justice.  

At these trying times when the entire human civilization is threatened by the alarming spread of COVID-

19, the families of the disappeared - the majority belonging to the downtrodden sections of society, are 

among the hardest hit. With the State constantly turning a blind eye to the long pending demands  of the 

conflict victims, the ongoing pandemic has further added insult to injury, pushing them to extreme 

economic crisis. Extended prohibition orders enforced by the government  without proper plans for food 

security, income generation, health and other basic services have left the victims of human rights 

violations in a state of utmost grief and despair.  

While commemorating the International Week of the Disappeared, we would like to point out that it has 

been more than six years since the Supreme Court (SC) of Nepal ordered the Government to amend the 

Enforced Disappearance Enquiry, Truth and Reconciliation Commission Act, 2014, in line with 

interanational human rights standards making amnesty impermissible for those involved in enforced 

disappearances. More than a year has lapsed since 27 April 2020, when the full bench of the SC rejected 

a petition filed by the Nepal Government demanding a review of its previous order. Yet, the Government 

has not taken any concrete steps to advance with the amendment.  

Despite the National Penal Code, 2017 criminalizing enforced disappearances, no cases thus far have 

been investigated under this Code as police authorities refuse to initiate criminal investigations on the 

pretext that these cases will be duly dealt with by the transitional justice (TJ) mechanisms - the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) and the Commission of Investigation on Enforced Disappeared 

Persons (CIEDP). The national and international human rights community is well aware of how these 

TJ mechanisms have been nothing but a political instrument functioning at the behest of their political 

masters. Disappointed by these Commissions not being able to ascertain the fate of a single case of 

enforced disappearances, despite having more than 5 years of their mandates, human rights organizations 



and many victims groups have ceased engaging with these Commissions. The Commissions have been 

used as a means to blatantly delay, dilute and derail the TJ process and obstruct victims’ access to truth 

and justice. 

The undersigned organizations therefore, call upon the Government of Nepal: 

- To ensure truth, justice and effective remedy to victims and families of the disappeared;  

- Start fresh consultations to amend the law in compliance with international human rights law and 

the Supreme Court's directives, including the scrapping of provisions allowing amnesty for 

perpetrators; 

- To revise the Penal Code to bring it in line with international standards including the revision in 

the penalty for an enforced disappearance to make it proportionate to the gravity of the crime;  

- To reconstitute the Commissions, and appoint a new set of commissioners under the revised Act 

that respects victims basic right to truth and justice; 

- To investigate, prosecute and punish crimes of enforced disappearances under the new Penal 

Code; 

- To remove statute of limitations to file complaints in enforced disappearance cases; 

- To ensure fair and equitable distribution of COVID-19 relief packages and health services and 

take care of the basic needs of victims of human rights violatons; 

- Immediately ensure the social, cultural, economic, psychological and legal support to the victims 

and families of enforced disappearance as a part of victims’ right to reparation;  

- Ratify International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances 

Punishment. 

Endorsed by: 

 

1. Accountability Watch Committee 

(AWC) 

 

2. Advocacy Forum-Nepal (AF-Nepal) 

 

3. Alliance for Social Dialogue (ASD) 

 

4. Amnesty International-Nepal 

 

5. Asian Human Rights Commission 

(AHRC) 

 

6. Centre for Legal Studies (CLS) 

 

7. Civil Rights Association Nepal 

(CIRAN) 

 

8. Collective Campaign for Peace 

(COCAP) 

 

9. Conflict Victims’ Common Platform 

(CVCP) 

 

10. Conflict Victims’ National Alliance 

(CVNA) 

 

11. Conflict Victim Women  National  

Network (CVWNN) 

 

12. Conflict Victims’ Society for Justice 

(CVSJ)  

 

13. Democratic Freedom and Human 

Rights Institute (DFHRI) 

14. Discharged People’s Liberation Army 

Nepal (D-PLAN) 



15. Forum for Protection of People’s 

Rights Nepal 

 

 

16. Forum for Women, Law and 

Development (FWLD) 

17. Forum of Women Journalists  and 

Communicators ( Sancharika Samuha)  

 

18. Ganesh Ujjan Memorial Foundation 

19.  Human Rights Foundation 

(HURFON) 

 

20. Human Rights and Justice Centre 

(HRJC) 

 

 

21. Human Rights for Justice 

22. Human Rights Organizations Nepal 

(HURON) 

 

23.  Informal Sector Service Centre 

(INSEC) 

 

24. International Institute for Human 

Rights, Environment and 

Development (INHURED 

International) 

 

25. Justice and Rights Institute Nepal 

(JuRI- Nepal) 

 

26. Law and Policy Forum for Social 

Justice (LAPSOJ) 

 

27. Legal Aid and Consultancy Centre 

Nepal (LACC) 

 

28. Maina Bal Bikash Samiti 

 

29. Martyrs' and Disappeared Warrior 

Children Academy 

 

30. Nagarik Aawaz (NA 

31. National Alliance of Women Human 

Right Defenders 

32. National Network of Disabled 

Conflict Victims 

 

33.  National Network of Families of 

Disappeared (NEFAD) 

 

34. Nepal Peacebuilding Initiative 

 

35. Forum for Restorative Justice ( Nepal 

Punaristhapakiya Niyaa Manch) 

36. Nepal Law and Policy Centre 

37. Peace Envisioners 38. Public Defender Society of Nepal 

(PDSN) 

39. Sankalpa  40. Tarangini Foundation  

 

41. Terai Human Rights Defenders 

Alliance (THRD Alliance) 

 

42. The Story Kitchen 

43. Transcultural Psychosocial 

Organization Nepal (TPO) 

 

44. Voices of Women Media (VOW 

Media) 

45. Women for Human Rights (WHR)  

 


